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To the Chairman of the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufactures, to whom has been referred the 
petition of N. I. Rooſevelt and his aſſociates, pray- 
ing for an act of incorporation of a Mine and 
Metal Company. 


S I R, 


BEING appointed by the petitioners for an act of in- 
corporation of a Mine and Metal Company, their agent in 
Philadelphia, and having been permitted to give to your 
committee, by oral evidence, all the information upon the 
Schuyler's copper mine which I poſſeſs, I take the liberty 
to ſubmit the ſame to you again in the preſent ſheet, in or- 
der that the great variety of facts, relating to the ſubject, 
may be before you in a more conciſe and intelligible torm, 
than it could be put into, when I had the honor of attend - 
ing the committee. 


I have anxiouſly avoided to put down any thing re- 
ſpecting the hiſtory of the mine, for which ſatisfactory evi - 
dence from the books of the proprietors was not produced 
to me on the ſpot. The ſtate of the works, and of the 
mine I have myſelf carefully inſpected, and have often en- 
quired, and converſed with the workmen on the quality and 
quantity of the ore likely to be expected in future, from 
their experience of what they have formerly procured. 


When I made the enquiries upon which my evidence is 
founded, it was neither with a view, nor with the moſt 
diſtant expectation of being called upon for the purpoſe of 
giving information on the ſubje& to ſo honorable a body: 
otherwiſe I ſhould have gone more fully into the detail of 
examination, My object, as engineer to the city of Phila- 
delphia, was to obtain an accurate knowledge of the value 
of the works which were offered as a ſecurity to the Cor- 


. 


poration, for the performance of a contract by N. I. Roofe- 
velt to conſtruct two ſteam engines for the ſupply of the 
city with water, on account of which a very large advance 
was to be made. I had therefore every reaſon to be parti. 
cular in my enquiries, as far as they neceſſarily went; and 1 
carried them, from an habitual love of natural hiſtory, fur- 
ther than was neceſſary, ſo as to enable myſelf to be poſi- 
tive on all I have aſſerted on the fubject: and I ſhould feel 
myſelf. very ill deſerving of your confidence, and torteit 
my own reſpect, were I to ſuffer the zeal of an agent, to 
carry me, either in reſpect of ſacts or their coloring, beyond 
what I believe to be true. | | 


J am, with true reſpect, 
Your faithful, &c. 
B. HENRY LATROBE. 


Tu E Schuyler- Copper - Mine, fituated between the ri- 
vers Paſiaick and Hackinſack, near their confluence, in 
the ſtate of New-Jerſey, was diſcovered about the year 
1719 by Arant Schuyler, grandfather to the gentleman of 
that name now living. Ihe ore was found where it ap- 
peared on the ſide of the hill, was eafily raiſed, and as the 
policy of England - at that time, - prohibited the eſtabliſh» 
ment of ſmelting works or manufactories in her colonies. 
it was packed in caſks each containing about four Cui. and 
exported, in its ſtate of ore, to England. It appears by 
his books, that before the year 1731, Arant Schuyler had 
thipped 6,933 caſks, making about 1,386 ton of aw ore, 
to the Briſtol copper and braſs company. His ſon, Colo- 
nel John Schuyler, proſecuted the work with more nume- 
rous and ſkilful, hands. The quantity of ore raiſed by 
him, is not known, as his books were loſt during the war. 
In 1761, the mine was leaſed to a company who procured 
the aſſiſtance of Mr. Hornblower, the uncle of the pre- 
ſent eminent ſteam engineer, from England. 2188 
ted a ſteam- engine, of the imperfect conſtruction then in 
uſe. The enginz-houſe, compoſed of combuſtible mate · 
rials, was ſoon afterwards burned down. It was however 
rebuilt, and the mine was worked for four years with great 


: 


(A 


advantage and profit. In 1765, a workman, who had been 
diſmiſſed, ſet fire to the engine-houſe,—it was again deſ- 
troyed, and the works were diſcontinued by the company. 
Several gentlemen in England however, whoſe connection 
with the company had taught them the ſuperjor quality of 
the ore of Schuyler's mine, applied ſucceſsfully to the 
crown for premiſſion to eſtabliſh works in America for 
ſmelting and refining copper; and an offer was made to 
Mr. Schuyler to purchaſe the whole eſtate containing the 
mine, for the ſum of one hundred thouſand pounds ſter- 
ling. This offer he refuſed, but agreed to join them in 
rebuilding the engine and working the mine. The diſ- 
putes, which about that time aroſe between England and 
America, and the conſequent revolutionary war, put an 
end to the projected works, and the deranged ſtate of the 
country, previous to the adoption of the Federal conſtitu- 
tion in 1788, and other ſubſequent circumſtances, occaſi- 
oned the total negle& of this in every reſpect important 
mine, till the year 1793, when a company was formed 
who undertook the work with new vigor. They collected, 
at a very conliderable expence, miners and ſmelters from 
England and Germany, purchaſed a freehold eſtate con- 
venient for the erection of furnaces and manufactories, 
with an excellent ſtream of water, re- erected the engine, 
and they began and partly compleated the works enumera- 
ted hereafter. At the inſtance of an active member of 
this company, —uho to great metallurgic knowledge 
and experience, and to much perſonal addreſs, joined 
a ſpirit perhaps much too unbounded in its projects, and 
far cut ſtripping the means and wants of our preſent popu- 
lation, — an application was made to Congreſs in 1796 for 
an excluſive right to ſearch for, and work all mines within 
the North-welt and South- weſt territories belonging to the 
United States, for thirty years. This monopoly was to 
deſcend from mines of gold and diamonds, down to clay - 
pits and flate-quarries. The application was not, and per- 
haps ought not to have been ſucceſsful. —Soon afterwards, 
one of the proprietors of the mine who was a principal 
ſhareholder in the company died, and the whole intereſt of 
the Company has ſince been purchaſed by N. I. Rooſevelt. 
— This is the conciſe hiſtory of this mine to the preſent 
time. No other has as yet been wrought to effe in North 
America, 


* Mr. Langworthy. 
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Oft che proſpect of ſucceſs and profit in the proſecution 


of this mine, little ought to be ſaid on ſpeculation. Facts 
only, which may eaſily be examined and verified, ſhould 
be brought forward. It may perhaps be proper to ſtate a 
tew of theſe. 


I. The ore of the Schuyler's mine yields, in each hun- 


dred pound of copper, from four to ſeven ounces of ſilver, 


and like moſt copper ores, a ſmall portion of gold. At the 
time when pure copper was ſold in England at ſeventy-five 
pounds ſterling per ton, the ore of Schuyler's mine was 
ſhipped for England at New Vork at ſeventy pound ſterling 
per ton. This proves the uncommon richneſs of the ore, 
and the ſmall expence of converting it into metal. An 
offer has lately been made by Meſſrs. Bolton and Watt to 
purchaſe all the ore which can be raiſed, and to enter into 
contract for that purpoſe. 


II. The company eſtabliſhed in 1793 have raiſed no ore 


trom new ground. Their works have only been prepara- 


tory. They cleared old levels, ſunk new ſhafts, and pro- 
vided for the complete drainage of the mine for twenty 
years to come, ſhould more than. one hundred hands be 
employcd in it during that term. In removing the deads, 
or rubbiſh, which choaked the drifts and levels, they have 
however ſelected, without (ſcrupulous examination, a quan- 
tity of inferior ore; which yields an average of fifteen 
pound of copper at leaſt, in one hundred pound of ore. 
This ore, part of the ſtock on hand, at ſo low a calcula- 
tion, will yield fifty rons of copper, worth now when 
manufactored 1,000 dollars per toa, at leaſt, or 50,000. 
It is aſſerted, from good authority, that all the deads will 
yield more copper per cent, than many mines now profita- 
bly wrought in Germany. | 


III. The Engine, before the very important improve- 
ments which it has lately received in its conſtruction, and 
conſequently in its powers, drained dry when ſet to work 
in 1793, in four days, all the works, from the water which 
had accumulated fince the laſt working, many years be- 
fore. This proves the ſufficiency of the Engine, and that 
the objection that the mine cannot eaſily be drained is quite 
unfounded. As to the expence of keeping the engine, it 
will be not more than 4,500 dollars per annum. * 
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VIV. Tt has been ſaid often, and contidently, that the 
firſt adventurers in Schuyler's mine made their fortunes, 
becauſe the ore was then richer and more eaſily procured 
than at preſent. The fa& is however otherwiſe. The ore 
never was more rich than lately, yielding at an average 75 
per cent, and it will be more eaſily and cheaply procured 
in future, — in conſequence of the preparatory works here- 
after to be enumerated and the better method of working 
to be adopted, than ever ſince the year 1750, when the 
ore retired to conſiderable depth and diſtance from the fide 
of the hill: And yet fince that tirde 444,000 dollars 
Goo, ooo pounds ſterling) have been offered for the mine 
by intelligent Engliſhmen, when it was. in its worſt ſtate of 
working,—without an engine, and without a draining ſhaft 
lower than the levels. 


It is true that the laſt company, far from deriving bene- 
fit, have expended large fortunes in their works at the 
mine. But they expected no profit from what they have 
tntherto done, they have not even ſmelted any confidern- 
ble quantity of the ong ſelected from the deads.—The death 
of one of this ſmall company, the return of the moſt buſy 
to England, and principally the very low price of copper 
in the European and conſequently in the American market, 
deranged and delayed their operations. —At that time, 
the Angleſea mine depreciated, by its moſt extraordinary 
fertility, every other European mine; its proprietors were“ 
emboldened to attempt the annihilation of rivalſhip, by 
under ſelling every competitor; to purchaſe the forſaken 
works; and thus to monopolize the copper trade of the 
civilized world. But the treaſure diſappeared almolt as 
ſuddenly as it had been diſcovered, and the government of 
Great Britain has not only been driven to prohibit the ex- 
portation of copper, but application has been made to con - 
tract for all the ore which the Schuyler's mine can pro- 
duce. The reward of the labors and ſacrifices of the pre - 
ſent proprietors, is therefore ſtill to come, and, ſhould an 
act ct incorporation be obtained, will be divided, in pro- 
portion to their aſſiſtance, among thoſe who ſhall conſtitute 


the company. 


Nicholas I. Rooſevelt is the preſent proprietoy of the 
leaſe of Schuyler's Copper mine, for 38 years to come, 
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and of all the works, ſhaſts, engines, buildings and uten. 
ſils belonging to'it, —and alſo of the fee ſimple of a certain 
tract of land, with the furnaces, ſmelting, ſtamping, and 
boring works, coal houſes, and himmers, erected by the 
late company or by himſelf for the purpoſe of preparing, 
refining and manufacturing the copper, This tract is cal- 
le4 Soho, and is fituate on ſecond river, near Newarl: in 
the ſtate of New-Ferſey, at a convenient diſtance from the 
copper mine. FHe,%and the late company have expended 
very large ſums of money in ſinking a ſhaft calculated to 
drain all the preſent ſhafts and levels, and ſach as may in 


future be ſunk upon the tract containing the mine, and to 


win all the ore which may be found below the utmoſt depth 
of the preſent ſhafts and levels, to a depth of 40 feet lower. 
A level is alſo driven 1co feet below the ſurface at the en- 
gine houſe, which will drain the works into Hackinſack- 
marſh and render the lift of the engine 100 feet leſs, there- 
by encreaſing its power in proportion. —He has alſo re- 


' paired and improved the fleam engine erected at the ſhaft, 


ſo as to render it fully adequate tq, the draining of the 
mine, and the railing of all the ore, —fle has put the works 
at Sho into a ſtate of perfection, unrivalled in the United 
States, and capable of ſmelting and refining the ore to the 
greateſt poſſible advantage and profit. —It is evident from 
inſpection of the ſhafts, works, and levels, which from the 
earlieſt times have been worked at the mine—that in no in- 
ſtance chere is reaſon to believe that the viens which have 
hitherto proved ſo rich and fertile are likely to fail either in 
the quality or quantity of their ore, and that but a very 
ſmall part in proportion of the mine has been explored, as 
chance, and the imperfe&t method of working the ſame 
hitherto, have directed. — The expence laid out by the late 
company and the preſent proprietor in the ſaid ſhafts, level 
and works has not been calculated or intended for the rai- 
ſing of ore in the firſt inſtance, —but only to render the 


mine capable of yielding, whenever the vien ſhall again be 
-put into work, without the neceſſity of any collateral ex- 


pence for drainage, the greateſt poſſible quantity of ore; 
ſo that the mine is at preſent in the molt advantageous 
ſtate. in which the working can poſſibly be recommenced. 


by I 31G B. H. LATROBE, 


